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REMARKS 

Claims 23-35 are pending in this application, with Claims 1-22 having been 
cancelled herein. Applicants respectfully request reconsideration and review of the 
application in view of the foregoing amendments and following remarks. 

Before addressing the merits of the grounds of rejection, Applicants provide the 
following brief description of the invention. The claimed invention generally relates to an 
apparatus for scanning radio frequency identification (RFID) data from one or more 
RFID tags or transponders. More specifically, the invention provides a hands- or 
fingers-free RFID scanner that enables a user to read or identify items having RFID tags 
without using his/her hands or fingers to operate the reader during a reading operation. 
In one embodiment, the RFID scanner is adapted to be affixed to a portion of the 
operator's body (e.g., hand or wrist regions) using a strap or other like attachment. The 
RFID scanner is preferably adapted to read RFID tags automatically as they come into 
proximity with the scanner, without physical intervention by the operation. The RFID 
scanner may also communicate with a wireless local area network, so that data 
recovered from an RFID tag is then communicated directly into the network. 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1-7, 10-11, and 14-16 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 
unpatentable over Tuttle in view of Swartz et al. The Examiner also rejected Claims 8-9 
and 17-18 under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) unpatentable over Tuttle in view of Swartz et al., 
and further in view of Bard et al. With the cancellation of these claims, these grounds of 
rejection are considered moot. 

Applicants consider the newly presented claims to be allowable over the 
re f erences 0 f record. As discussed previously, Tuttle discloses an RFID system in 
which the interrogator has a limited transmission range in order to permit plural 
operators to work within a common area without interference. Tuttle does not disclose 
an RFID system in which a body-mounted RFID scanner can automatically scan RFID 
tags without operator intervention, and that can communicate directly into a wireless 
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local area network. 

Swartz et al. discloses a bar code scanning device mounted to an operator's 
hand. To the extent that a bar code scanning device is deemed analogous to the 
present RFID scanning system, which Applicants do not concede, the Swartz et al. does 
not disclose a scanner that can communicate directly into a wireless local area network. 
Instead, the reference discloses communication from the scanning device to a self- 
contained data acquisition system that in turn can communicate with a local area 
network. See col. 9, lns.41-50. 

Likewise, Bard et al. discloses a portable optical scanning system in which the 
light emitting and detecting elements are contained in separate housings. The optical 
scanning system may communicate with a base station via radio frequency signals. 
See col. 16, Ins. 43-53. Unlike the invention, Bard et al. does not disclose a scanner 
that can communicate directly into a wireless local area network. 

Accordingly, none of the three references of record suggest or disclose the 
subject matter of the newly presented claims. Applicants therefore respectfully submit 
that Claims 23-35 are in condition for allowance. Reconsideration and withdrawal of the 
rejections is respectfully requested, and a timely Notice of Allowability is solicited. If it 
would be helpful to placing this application in condition for allowance, Applicants 
encourage the Examiner to contact the undersigned counsel and conduct a telephonic 
interview. 
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To the extent necessary, Applicants petition the Commissioner for a three-month 
extension of time, extending to June 1, 2006, the period for response to the Office 
Action dated December 1, 2005. The Commissioner is authorized to charge any 
shortage in fees due in connection with the filing of this paper, including extension of 
time fees, to Deposit Account No. 50-0639. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: May 30, 2006 




Brian M. Berliner 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 34,549 
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